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BVCHS Membership Meeting  

Due to the increase in COVID cases our January meeting was 

cancelled. 

As the situation improves, we will assess the next meeting 
date, time and location. 

 
You will be contacted either by email or a phone call prior to the 

meeting. 
 

Stay safe and healthy! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Šťastný Nový Rok!  
  

Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society  

Wishes all the members a Happy, Safe and Healthy 

2021! 
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Our President’s Thoughts 

   I hope everyone had a blessed and safe Christmas 

season and that Santa Claus took care of everyone's 

"wants." 

   The New Year is well upon us and still the COVID shroud 

is here.  We are progressing toward reduction of the risk 

with a vaccine having been developed and becoming 

available albeit in very limited quantities.  However, due to 

the recent spike in COVID cases and the increased level of 

restrictions imposed by Brazos County, the Executive 

Committee decided to cancel the January chapter 

meeting.  We'll make a decision on a revised meeting date 

hopefully in February, depending on health restrictions in 

place at that time.  We certainly don't want to jeopardize 

anyone's health by holding a public meeting when there's 

an increased risk of exposure. 

   I think we're on the way to "recovery" but it'll take time; I 

personally don't accept the "new normal" as numerous 

news pundits have proclaimed.  We simply have to keep 

praying that God will see it in His way to keep us safe and 

allow things to return to normality in His time. 

   In closing, this is my last time to address you with my 

thoughts as chapter president.  It's been my honor to have 

served as president for the past eight years, but it's now 

time for me to head for the "proverbial pasture."  There 

were good times and sometimes not so good times, but 

through them all, we persevered as a group and continued 

to increase chapter activities and grow the membership.  At 

our next meeting, we'll have election of officers for the next 

biennium, and I'm certain the chapter will continue to thrive 

under the new leadership. 

   The one thing I ask each of you to continue to do is keep 

the Czech heritage alive in your hearts and minds, and the 

only way to do that is to know and keep the traditions and 

practice the language whenever time permits.  With the 

internet at our fingertips, there's really not a good reason 

not to do so as there's a plethora of information that is 

easily accessible online, including verbalization of the 

language on some web sites. 

May God bless and keep you and your families safe. 

[Bůh žehná a udržuje vás a vaše rodiny v bezpečí.] 

 

E. J. Biskup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter News: 
 

 

Fall Czech Language Class 

 
   The Fall Czech Language Class sponsored by BVCHS 
was held from October 5 to December 14, 2020.  The class 
attendance averaged about 7 students who were from the 
Spring class which was shortened due to the COVID virus.   
Tomáš Pansky, who is from Štĕpánovice in the Southern 
Bohemian Region of the Czech Republic and now a 
resident of Bryan, instructed the class.  The students 
reviewed verbs presented in the Spring class,  learned 
about future and past tense of the verbs and constructed 
sentences for simple conversation. At the last class on 
December 14, 2020, everyone enjoyed sampling a variety 
of food items provided by the students.  We wish to thank  
BVCHS member Bruno Shimek for the use of his 
Professional Building in Bryan to host the majority of the 
Czech classes. 

 

November 2020 Meeting  
 
   BVCHS held a membership meeting on November 8, 
2020 at C&J Barbeque in Bryan, Texas.  President E. J. 
Biskup called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m.  There 
were 14 members and 1 guest in attendance.  The opening 
prayer “Our Czech Heritage” / Naše české dĕdictví was 
recited by the members followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Officers and committee chair reports were 
given. John Moravec, Nominations Chair, reported on the 
upcoming election and installation of officers which will be 
held at the January 17, 2021 meeting.  He requested if 
anyone is interested in serving as an officer to please 
contact him.  Stan Vitha reported Worldfest was cancelled 
from its original format and moved to a virtual format so 
BVCHS was unable to participate and he noted there will 
probably not be a Spring Baking class due to COVID.  Jo 
Ann Zaeske announced that the BVCHS annual Christmas 
Party will be held on December 5, 2020 at C&J Barbeque 
from 12:00-2:30 p.m. in their large meeting room.  Food will 
be catered by C&J and members are to bring a favorite 
dessert to share.  Under New Business, Jo Ann Zaeske 
presented the St. Joseph’s Church Parish Activity Center 
(PAC) new meeting and event requirements and rental 
costs.  Due to the substantial rental increase BVCHS will 
not be meeting or having any events at St. Joseph PAC.   
 

Membership Dues  
    Just a reminder - BVCHS membership 
renewal for 2021 is due. 
    Cost:  $15.00 - Adults 
               $ 3.00 – Youth (Age 18 and under) 
   Send payment to: 

Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society 
c/o Jo Ann Zaeske, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 3383 
Bryan, Texas  77805 



Chapter News (cont): 
 
At the present time chapter meetings will be held at C&J 
Barbeque in Bryan.  A new location for our Czech 
Language Class was discussed and members suggested 
several locations which will be reviewed for class options.  
The final item under New Business was a presentation by 
E. J. Biskup about the Dance Hall Days Documentary Film 
being made.  CHS chapters were solicited to provide 
financial assistance if able.  After further discussion 
BVCHS voted to make a $500 donation to the Dance Hall 
Days Project. 
   Meeting was adjourned at 2:11 p.m. 
 

Scholarships 

 

Novak-Zaeske Memorial Scholarship 

 
   BVCHS is offering the Novak-Zaeske Memorial 
Scholarship in the amount of $500 to a graduating high 
school senior who excels in academics, leadership, 
extracurricular activities and involvement in school and 
community.  The applicant must be a member or related to 
a member of BVCHS. 
 

The Matush Czech Heritage Scholarship 

 
   The BVCHS is excited to offer another scholarship. 
The Matush Czech Heritage Scholarship is generously 
funded by members John and Sandy Matush.  This 
additional $500 scholarship is for eligible students currently 
enrolled in a 4-year college, 2-year college or trade school. 
 

   Applications are due by March 20, 2021,  For an 
application or further information about the scholarships 
please contact Cheryl Wenck, Scholarship Committee 
Chair, at the5wencks@verizon.net. 

 

Congratulations:   
 
   Adam Wenck, longtime BVCHS member, son of Fred & 
Cheryl Wenck and grandson of Jo Ann Zaeske graduated 
from Texas A&M in August with a degree in Kinesiology.  
He is currently working in Houston for HEB in the retail 
leadership and management program. 
   
   BVCHS member Carrie Martin and spouse, Michael were 
blessed with a baby girl, Kaylee Anne Martin on October 
13, 2020.  Kaylee was welcomed home by big brother, 
Zachary. 
 
   Emily Hubacek, 2019 recipient of the Matush Czech 
Heritage Scholarship received her Aggie Ring this fall. 

Concernments and Condolences: 

 
   Speedy recovery wishes to E. J. Biskup, Jo Ann Zaeske 
and to our members and their families who have been 
affected with the COVID virus. 

    
   Sincere sympathy to the following: 
 
   Chris & Jeannine Koll and family in the passing of Chris’ 
brother, Kevin Koll, on June 8, 2020. 
   Bruno & Christine Shimek on the loss of Bruno’s mother, 
Edna Shimek of Nada on July 21, 2020. 
   The family of Patricia Ahlhorn Parma, State Czech 
Heritage Society Scholarship Chairperson, who passed 
away August 1, 2020. 
   Josie & Willie Milberger in the passing of Josie’s brother, 
Tannie Martin Camarata of Caldwell on November 2, 2020. 
   John & Sandy Matush on the loss of John’s brother, 
William Joe Matush of Temple on November 22, 2020. 
   The family of Eileen Rosipal who passed away January 
14, 2021.  She had served as President for the Travis-
Williamson County Czech Heritage Society. 

 

Vocabulary – Months of the Year 

 

English      Czech          Phonetic 
 
January                  Leden            leh-dehn 
February         Únor                     oo-nohr 
March           Březen            brzheh-zehn 
April                           Duben            doo-behn 
May                           Kvĕten            kvyeh-tehn 
June                          Červen            chehr-vehn 
July                           Červenec            chehr-veh-nehts 
August         Srpen            sair-pehn 
September                Září            zah-rzhee 
October                    Říjen                      rzhee-yehn 
November        Listopad            lees-toh-pahd 
December                Prosinec                 proh-see-nehts          

 

2021 Upcoming Events 

April 18                BVCHS Membership Meeting and  
                            Scholarship Presentations 
                            1:00 p.m. 
                            C&J Barbeque – Bryan, Texas 
 
September 19     BVCHS Membership Meeting 
 
November 7        BVCHS Membership Meeting 
 
Decenber 4         BVCHS Christmas Party 
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