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Our President’s Thoughts 

I hope you all have been "enjoying" the hot summer which continues to bake its way 

toward the first day of fall.  Of course, in Texas the beginning of fall is only a date on 

the calendar signifying the Autumn Equinox and doesn't have much to do with the 

onset of cooler weather.  But it does get us closer to the Czech Heritage month of 

October and our annual Fall Czech Celebration scheduled for Sunday, October 

13th.  This year, there will again be two polka masses followed by a catered meal and 

then music by The Moravians of Ennis.  I hope to see all of you there, God willing, as 

we celebrate our Czech heritage and continue to strive to keep it alive for future 

generations. 

   
Bůh žehnej!    

E. J. 

    

Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society 
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September 2019 

 
BVCHS Meeting  

September 15, 2019 

St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 

2:00 p.m.  

Special Presentation by Tomáš Pansky 

Plan for our Czech Heritage Celebration, learn about upcoming events  
the Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society has planned, help promote our Czech 
heritage, reacquaint with chapter members and enjoy refreshments following the 

meeting. 

 

BVCHS Czech Heritage Month Celebration 

October 13, 2019 

Polka Masses - 10:00 & 11:30 a.m. with Taylor Czech Chorus 

St. Joseph Catholic Church – Bryan, Texas 

Catered Meal Starting - 1:00 p.m. 

Pork Loin or Grilled Chicken Breast and all the trimmings 

Dance at 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. – The Moravians of Ennis, Texas 

St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
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Club News: 
 

Fall Czech Language Class 

 

   Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society will be offering 
Czech language classes starting September 16, 2019 at 
St. Joseph Parish Activity Center.  Classes will be every 
Monday night from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Cost will be $35.00 
for the semester. 
   The instructor will be BVCHS memberTomáš Pansky, 
who is from Štĕpánovice in the Southern Bohemian Region 
of the Czech Republic and now a resident of Bryan, Texas.    
   For information regarding the class contact Jo Ann 

Zaeske at (979) 224-4434.  

 

March 2018 Meeting 

 
   The March membership meeting was held March 17, 
2019 at the St. Joseph Parish Activity Center (PAC) with 
sixteen members and one guest present.  Teresa 
Walsbergerova of Brno, Czech Republic and BVCHS 
Czech Language instructor gave a presentation about her 
life and family in the Czech Republic, as well as her 
experiences at Texas A&M and in Texas.  Following the 
presentation, Secretary, Treasurer and committee chair 
reports were given.  The May meeting scholarship 
presentation was discussed and applications were 
available for members.  March and April birthdays were 
recognized and a 50/50 drawing was held.  Following the 
adjournment of the meeting, the members enjoyed 
refreshments and socializing. 

 

Spring Baking Class 
 
   The Sping Baking Class sponsored by BVCHS was held 
on April 6, 2019 at the St. Joseph PAC.  The seven 
attendees were instructed on preparing apple strudel 
(jablkový závin), poppyseed rolls (makovník), dinner rolls 
(rohlíky) and kolache.  The instructors for the class were 
Stan Vitha and Marie Dulak, BVCHS members.  After all 
the preparation and baking, the participants had pastries to 
take home and share with their family. 

 

 

 

May 2018 Meeting 

 
   BVCHS’ May 19th meeting was held at C&J Barbeque in 
Bryan, Texas.  The meeting was called to order by 
President E.J. Biskup followed by the opening prayer – 
“Our Czech Heritage” (“Naše české dédictvi”), Pledge of 
Allegiance and introductions of guests.  Thirty-four 
members and eleven quests were in attendance.  
Secretary, Treasurer and committee chair reports were 
given.  The following upcoming events were announced:  
Summer Czech Language classes to start on June 3, 2019 
at Cracker Barrel in Bryan and the BVCHS Czech Heritage 
Celebration will be held October 13, 2019 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church and Parish Activity Center.  Following the 
business meeting the 2019 scholarship winners were 
announced by Scholarship Chair, Cheryl Wenck.  The 
outstanding high school seniors receiving a $500 2019 
Novak-Zaeske Memorial Scholarship were Marlee 
Kopetsky of College Station and Kirk John “KJ” Macik, Jr. 
of Snook.  This year BVCHS awarded another scholarship 
– the Matush Czech Heritage Scholarship – sponsored by 
John and Sandy Matush.  This scholarship is presented to 
a currently enrolled college or trade school student.  The 
recipient of the $500 2019 Matush Czech Heritage 
Scholarship was Emily Hubacek.  Emily attends Texas 
A&M University in College Station.  We wish much success 
to the scholarship recipients in their future endeavors.  In 
honor of the scholarship winners a Scholarship Cake 
provided by BVCHS was served to all attendees.  

 

2019 Novak-Zaeske Memorial Scholarship 
 

Marlee Kopetsky is a graduate of 
College Station High School and 
is the daughter of Dana and Brad 
Kopetsky of College Station, 
Texas.  Marlee will be attending 
Stevens Institute of Technology in 
Hoboken, New Jersey, where she 
plans to major in Chemical 
Engineering. 

 
 
Kirk John “KJ” Macik, Jr.  is a 
graduate of Snook High School 
and is the son of Sharyle and Kirk 
Macik, Sr. of Caldwell, Texas. 
This fall Kirk will attend Texas 
A&M University and major in 
Business/Accounting. 

 

Matush Czech Heritage Scholarship 

 
Emily Hubacek attends Texas 
A&M University and is the 
daughter of Lisa and Richard 
Hubacek of Bryan, Texas.  Emily 
is acquiring a degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies. 
 
 



Christmas Baking Class 

      Czech Christmas Bread (Vánočka) 

         and Czech Christmas Cookies 

• December 14, 2019 

• St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
Bryan,  

• 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

• Cost:  $35.00 

• Instructor:  Stan Vitha 

   Limit of 12 participants (age 12 and older). 
   For further information contact Stan Vitha  
   (979) 587-1777 or bohemian2012@aol.com. 
 

Membership: 
 

   Please welcome the following new members: 
 

   Dorothy and Jerry Matcek 
   Regina McDonald 
 

Congratulations:   
 

   Bruno and Christine Shimek are pround grandparents 
of grandson, Andrew Louis Shimek, who was born Arpil 28, 
2019.  Andrew is the son of BVCHS members Wesley and 
Emily Shimek and little brother to Charlotte. 
 

Condolences and Concernments: 
 

   Sincere sympathy to our BVCHS members: 
 

   Phyllis Teykl’s mother, Hattie Stryk of Praha, Texas 
passed away on July 28, 2019 in Schulenburg, Texas. 
  Frank and Marie Dulak in the loss of Frank’s brother, 
Jerry Dulak, who passed away August 9, 2019 in San 
Antonio Texas. 
   William (Bill) and Tiffany Nemec in the passing of Bill’s 
mother, Mary Holler Nemec, on September 2, 2019 in 
Bryan, Texas. 
 

    Speedy recovery wishes for: 

   Bill Merka, Rita Vanek, Glenn Chmelar & Jo Ann Zaeske. 
 

2019 Miss Czech-Slovak US Pageant 
 

   The 2019 Miss Czech-Slovak US Pageant was held 
August 3-4, 2019 in Wilber, Nebraska.  Contestants were 
from California, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Texas and Wisconsin.  Miss Anna Tombazzi, 
representing California was crowned the 2019-2020 Miss 
Czech-Slovak US Queen.  Her lineage is of the Carpatho-
Rusyn region.  She graduated from the University of Akron 
Ohio, in May 2018 with a major in Chemical Engineering 
and currently works at The Spaceship Company/Virgin 
Glactic in Mojave, California as a Spaceship Propulsion 
Test engineer. 
   Miss Texas Czech-Slovak Lydia Pustejovsky was 
awarded the Gruntorad-Stansy Heritage Invovlement 
Award.  This award is presented to the contestant who 
exhibits outstanding involvement, passion and dedication 
to her heritage as presented on her application. 

Vocabluary – Czech Phrases with phonetics 

English      Czech          Phonetic 
Hello             Ahoj              Ahoy 
Good-bye             Na shledanou         Nah skledah-noh 
Good Morning          Dobré ráno             Do-breh rah-no 
Good Day             Dobrý den              Do-bree dehn 
Good Evening          Dobrý večer           Do-bree veh-chehr 
Good Night               Dobrou noc            Do-brooh nots 
How are you?          Jak se más             Yak seh mahsh 
Thank you        Dĕkuji             Dyekooyee 
Yes         Ano                        Ah-no 
No         Ne                          Neh 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

September 14     35th Annual Kolache Festival  
                            “On the Square” 
                            Caldwell, Texas 
 
September 15      BVCHS Membership Meeting 
                             2:00 p.m.  
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan, Texas  
 
September 16      Fall Czech Language Class 
                             7:00 p.m. 
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan, Texas 
 

October 13           BVCHS Czech Heritage Celebration 
                             Polka Masses, Catered Meal & Dance. 
                             St. Joseph Catholic Church and 
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan, Texas                               
 
October 18-19      Heritage Fest & Muziky  
                             Texas Czech Heritage & Cultural Center 
                             La Grange, Texas 
 
November 3         BVCHS Membership meeting  
                             2:00 p.m. 
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan, Texas 
 
November 9         Brazos Valley WorldFest 
                             Brazos County Expo Center 
                             Bryan, Texas 
 
December 8         BVCHS Christmas Party 
                             1:00 p.m. 
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan, Texas 
 
December 14       “Baking for Czech Christmas” 
                             9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
                             St. Joseph Parish Activity Center 
                             Bryan , Texas 
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Brazos Valley Czech Heritage Society

Czech Heritage Celebration
Sunday, October 13, 2019

Polka Masses: 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Featuring the Taylor Czech Chorus

St. Joseph Catholic Church
600 East 26th Street

Bryan, Texas

Dinner: 1:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish Activity Center

$15.00 for adults
$6.00 Children 12 and under

Price includes admission for the dance
Meal reservations are required by Tuesday, October 8, 2019

Dance: 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Moravians from Ennis, Texas

Dance Only Admission: $10.00

For reservations contact Marie Dulak at (979) 589-1903, 
mdulak52@gmail.com or send your check payable to 

BVCHS, P.O Box 3383, Bryan, Texas 77803

Join us for our annual Czech Heritage Celebration
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